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Bedwor "Hh, prayed, and read the 


The Rev. Joux HEWI rity of: Body 
Scriptures. os 

The Rev. Jtnor kDa Baews a, of Birmingham, delivered the 
Introductory Diſcourſe, and afked Mr. Evans the uſual Queſ- 
tions. 


The Call of the Church, to Mr. Evans, was read, and pub- 


licly recogniſed, and his Ae of their Call was alſo 
declared. 


The Rev. Gro cE BU DEA, of Colebliy! delivered the Charge 
to the Miniſter. 


The Rev. RonEAT LITTLE, of Birmingham, preached the | 
Sermon to the People ; and : 


The Rev. THOMAS SAUNDERS, of Coventry, concluded with 
Prayer. 


PREF ACE. 


"THIS being the firſt ſettlement of a Goſpel Mi- 

niſtry in the place, the ſervice of the day is 
publiſhed, at the requeſt of the Church and Congre- 
gation; in order to refreſh their memories with what 
they then heard, and to perpetuate the Pn. event 
to poſterity. a 


It may be neceſſary, briefly to ſtate the origin and 
g progreſs of the good work amongſt us, for the infor- 
mation of the Lord's people, that they may unite with 
us in praiſe to God, through whoſe denn! we have 
been ſo far ſucceeded. 


In 1782, the Pariſh of Foleſhill, within two als 
of Coventry, (which is very extenſive and populous, 
conſiſting principally of Ribbon- Weavers) was with- 
out the means of grace, when the preſent Miniſter, 
concerned{for the happineſs of ſouls, periſhing for 
lack of Knowledge, was induced to attempt the 
preaching of the Word amongſt them. This was done 
the two firſt years in private houſes; and, when the 
ſeaſon would permit, in the open air, in various parts 
of the Pariſh, and adjacent villages, which are nu- 
merous and populous; and though conſiderable op- 
poſition was made, yet good was done. After this 
time, a building was purchaſed in the centre of the 
Pariſh, and made convenient for public worſhip. 

The 
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LL 
The} place was s afterwards much enlarged, but being 
{till roo ſmall to contain the congregation, a piece of 
land was bought, and a Chapel erected, 50 feet by 
40, with three commodious Galleries ; - which is now 
comfortably filled, | 


In February, 1796, a Chriſtian Society was form- 
ed, which has been ſince gradually increaſing. 


The good effects of Itinerating have been fo con- 
ſpicuous in this neighbourhood, not only in calling 
many out of darkneſs into marvellous light, but in 
moralizing others, that the greateſt enemies of reli- 
gion around us, are conſtrained to acknowledge the 
utility of the work. This plan is ſtill purſued every 
Sabbath Evening, and occaſionally on the Weck 
Days, during the Summer Months. From the ſuc- 


| ceſs which has attended the work here, it is hoped, 


that Miniſters in general, will be ſtimulated to purſue 


the ſame line of conduct, in their reſpective ſituati- 
ons; and although they may meet with the diſappro- 


bation of the lukewarm and indifferent profeſſor, 
the work, under God, will more than compenſate for 
the contempt they may experience in the proſecution 
of it; ſince nothing can be of equal importance with 
the glory of God, and the ſalvation of ſouls. 


While we are laudably endeavouring to evangelize 


the Heathen abroad, let us not forget that we have 


Heathens at home. May the Lord diffuſe the know- 
ledge of his truth throughout the earth, until “ the 


kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of 
our Lord and of his Chriſt, and all fleſh ſhall fee the 
Salvation of God.” 


6 


Introductory Diſcourſe, &c. 


Mer * BRETHRENIU 


Ou are met together to- day, upon a 8 ſerious and 

honourable occaſion ; an occaſion ſo truly important, 
that perhaps, the mind of God himſelf is not more intently 
occupied about any ſublunary tranſaction, than about that 


which is the ſubject of your preſent meeting. You are met 


together for the grand purpoſe of eſtabliſhing in this place, 


a Church of the living God; in compariſon with which, 


the eſtabliſnment of an empire is a trifle. Empires have 


been made for the Church. They have been ſuffered 


to riſe into being, to rear their ambitious heads to the 
clouds, to flouriſh for a courſe of ages, and then expire. 
But the Church of the living God, whoſe exiſtence is almoſt 
coeval with time itſelf, has ſeen the riſe and fall of empires 


not a few. It has often beheld thoſe, into whoſe hands the 
ſceptre of dominion had been put, forming a combination 


againſt its beſt intereſt. It has often been aſtonied with 
the ery of Raſe it, raſe it, even to the foundations thereof! 
But it has witneſſed the diſcomfiture of all their deſigns; it 
has ſeen their glory ſink in everlaſting night, and their very 


exiſtence periſh for ever; while the little ſtone, cut out af 


the mountain without hands, not only remains, but increa- 


ſes, and in a ſhort time will become a great mountain, and fill 


the whole earth, Dan. ii. 44. 


It is truly, a confideration calculated to warm and animate 
the maſt ſluggiſh ſoul, that the very ſpat. which we now 
occupy, was a few years ago a paſture for the beaſts of the 
field, and to-day it is a fold for the flock of ns To-day, 

| a: 3 it 
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it. is a place, which the Lord Jeſus, the great Shepherd of 
the ſheep, to conſecrate with his indiſputable ſancti- 
on,-and to acknowledge as the place of his abode. Verily 
we may ſay, the deſart ſhall rejoice and bloſſom as the roſe, 
it ſhall bloſſom abundantly, and-rejoice, even with joy and 
ſinging. This has God wrought. And I doubt not, but 
you, who have been acceſſary to the effectuating of this good 
work, are willing to ſay, Not by might, nor by power, but 
by the Spirit of God. Jehovah's arm has been made bare; 
his power has been revealed, and to him we muſt aſcribe the 


glory. 


When I conſider, that a very few years ago, ye were all 
as ſheep going aſtray, every one of you turning to his own 
way: and the ways of finners are not the ſafeſt, the end is 
always death. When I conſider this, and contemplate the 
ſovereign goodneſs of God, who put it into the heart of our 
good brother, and your preſent paſtor, to come among you, 
and, in imitation of his divine Maſter, to ſeek and to ſave 
that which was loſt, I muſt conclude, you will, all of you, 


think very gratefully of him, for the benevolence of his in- 


tention. But when I conſider the conſequence of his ar- 
dent and honeſt efforts; when I ſee, as I do this day, many 
immortal ſouls, who a little while ago were dead in treſpaſſes 
and ſins, really alive to God, boldly appearing on his fide, 
and making their public avowal before many witneſſes, that 
they are not aſhamed to acknowledge the Lord Jeſus, I feel 
confident, that you will eſteem him dies highly in love for 


his work's ſake. 


The nature of our preſent tranſactions may require a par- 
ticular explanation ; and, all things conſidered, a more than 
uſual elucidation may be neceſſary. Exiſting circumſtances 


will, with every caridid mind, be a very ſufficient apology 


for the very plain and amps detail that'T am now going to 
make. | . 


You 


= +83 3 

You, my brethren, of this place, are this day doing, what 
is commonly called, forming a church ; though, as will appear 
in the ſequel, this ſtatement is not juſt; for you are already, 
a church perfectly formed, and organized; and are now on- 
ly making an exhibition to the public, of what has already 
been done.—For the ſake of exemplification, we will exers 
ciſe our inquiries about the following articles, 


The Word CHURCH. 


Through the force of education, the influence of party, 
or the abſence of information, the human mind is capa- 
ble of perverting the beſt things, and of miſtaking the plain- 
eſt. Suppoſe we were to repair to thoſe parts of Europe, 
where a profeſſion of chriſtianity is aſſumed. Suppoſe we 
were to employ our inquiries for the purpoſe of aſcertaining 
the preciſe ſcriptural ſenſe of the word CHuRcn. If we 
were to go to Portugal, Spain, Italy, Hungary, ſome parts 
of Germany, and what once was Poland, and there propoſe 

our queſtion, WHAT is a Cyurca? The anſwer would 
be: Something, compoſed of ſplendid: edifices, in which, 
ſplendid ceremonies are performed, by perſons in ſplendid 
habits, who are called Cardinals, Archbiſhops, Biſhops, 
Abbots, Canons, &c. at the head of which preſides, a ſo- 
vereign pontiff, ſtyled the Pope, to whoſe care are commit- 
ted the uncontrolled government of this church, together 
with the keys of heaven and hell. And all this as by Law 
e/tabliſhed; and the whole ſupported by the involuntary con- 
' tributions of all the people, whether they approve of it or 
not. This, brethren, is the meaning of the word Caurca 
in moſt parts of the continent. | 


For the ſake of further information, ſuppoſe we were to 
put the ſame queſtion in that part of our own iſland ſouth 
of the Tweed, and commonly called England. Suppoſe we 
were here to aſk the bulk of our countrymen, WHAT 1s A 


CHurcn ? Would not the anſwer be, A building, with the 
altar 
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it would be criminal not to afk, what the Bible ſays. Witir 


( 4] 
altar end of it invariably towards the eaſt; in which. a preſeri- 


bed form of prayer is read, by a perſon, who muſt indiſpenſa- 
bly be dreſſed in a white garment ? The government of this 


church is executed by perſons called Archbiſhops, Biſhops, 


Deans, Archdeacons, Prebendaries, Canons, Chancellors, 


Vicars- general, Surrogates, &c. And the various ſervices 


performed by thoſe who bear the names of Rectors, Vicars, 
and Curates. Above all of whom preſides, with ſupreme 
authority, the Monarch of the land, whether King or 
Queen. And all this as by law eflabliſhed. Cetera deſunt. 


For the purpoſe of collecting all the information poſſible, 
for in the multitude of counſellors there is ſafety, we will croſs 
the Tweed, and go into that part of our iſland, formerly 
called Scotland, but now North Britain, and there propoſe 


our uſual queſtion, WHAT 15 a ChHuxch? An honeſt Ca- 


ledonian would reply, in the modification thereof : a differ- 
ence ſubfiſts between a church here, and a church with you 
in England ; but in the eſſential conſtitution, they are one 
and the ſame. Indeed, we may hear one, who underſtood 
theſe things very well, an inhabitant of South Britain, giv- 
ing his opinion“: © The Preſbyterian Church in North 
Britain, is eſtabliſhed by the very ſame authority, and reſts 
upon the fame law, as the Epiſcopal Church in South 
Britain.” 


Having woceeded: thus far in our inquiries, here we might 
reſt ſatisfied, aſſuring ourſelves, that fuch a happy identity 
in firſt principles, ought to be ſufficient to ſubſtantiate the 
object of our inveſtigation : and here we would reſt ſatisfi- 
ed, if it were not for the recollection of a well-known max- 
im, The Bible, the Bible only, is the religion of Proteſtants F. 
To this divine authority, every good man will fee] ambi- 
tious to ſubmit. Under the influence of this ſacred maxim 


all 


* The Rev. Micaiah's Towgood's Letters. 
I Chillingworth's Rel. Prot, 


[+] 
all becoming reverence we will here put our general quet: 
tion, WHAT 18 A CHURCH ? 


Here we find, by the etymology of the word itſelf, that 
it means an aſſembly, or gathering together of any number 
of perſons. It is ſo uſed, Ads xix. 32, 40. where the 
word, which we read aſſembly, is the very word ren- 
dered Church in other places: and when uſed in a reli- 
gious ſenſe, it means a number of perſons aſſembled for a 
religious purpoſe, It always means perſons, and never any 
thing elle. Hence we read of Churches in houſes, Rom. 
xvi. 5. 1 Cor. xvi. 19. Churches being cheriſhed, Eph. 
v. 29. Churches being perſecuted, Acts viii. 1. Churches 
travelling, A#s xv. 3. Churches praying, As xii. 5. &c. 
Terms appropriat. to perſons, and not to things. It would 
be leſs monſtrous to call the moon a mountain, or the ſun 
a lake, than it would be to aſſociate with the term Church 
any idea but that of perſons. 


Having cleared our way thus far, and ſhewn, that by 
the word Church, we are to underſtand ax afſembly of per- 
fons formed for a religious purpoſe 3; no matter where; in a 
cottage, or a palace; in a cathedral, or on a mountain 
in St. Peter's at Rome, or in the meeting-houſe at Foleſ- 
hill; our next inquiry ought to be, what kind of perſons 
are thoſe who conſtitute the church ? I mean the church of 
the living God. It is obvious, even to an infant in obſer- 
vation, that they are not thoſe who compoſe a nation, A 
nation of chriſtians we have not yet ſeen, though we have 
| ſeen multitudes of national chriſtians, A right to be a 
member of a chriſtian church belongs to no man by birth, 
Every man is born free, but no man is born a chriſtian, 
Wretched and degrading, muſt be the ſituation of a ſeri- 
ous miniſter of the goſpel, who is obliged to admit with- 
out exception, both the clean and the unclean into the 


church wherein he preſides. A prohibition exiſted under 
the former diſpenſation, that no ſtranger uncircumciſed in 
heart, nor uncircumciſed in fleſh, ſhould enter the ſanc- 


tuary of the Lord, Exch. xliv. 9. The New Teſtament 
draws 
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6 J- 
draws deciſively the line of diſcrimination between the 
church and the world, Jahn xvii. 14. They are not of the world, 
as I am not of the world. Ungodly men have no greater 
right to be members of the church on earth, then they 
have to be inheritors of the kingdom of heaven, That 
church, wherever it be found, whether on the continent, or 
on our iſland ; among the Epiſcopalians of South Britain, 
or the Preſbyterians of North Britain ; or whether among 
the Conformiſts, or Non-conformiſts of either (for names 
cannot change the nature of things) that church, which 
admits ungodly members into its community, is caſting a 
groſs inſult upon the dignity of chriſtianity, and defogat- 
ing from the honour of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Such a 
church is either radically wrong, or wickedly managed. 
It is chargeable with a crime of no common magnitude; 
a crime, pregnant with evils ſurpaſſing calculation. Fearſul 
exemplifications of this abuſe of our mercies are every 


| where to be ſeen. I feel my heart diſpoſed to drop the vail, 


and conceal from your ſight the memorials of our diſgrace ; 


but the attempt would be vain; they are too enormous to be bid. 


Ah, Brethren ! how many places preſent themſelves to our 
view, which were once the glory of our land; places, to 
which our pious forefathers went up to worſhip, with the 
high praiſes of God in their mouth, and his Spirit in their 
hearts: Now Ichabod is written upon their walls; and whilſt 
the impious ſpectator inſultingly ſays, Is this mount Zion, 
the joy of the whole earth, the city of the great king ? the 
man of God, the faithful follower of Jeſus, in the grief of his 
foul exclaims, O that mine head were waters, and mine 
eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and _ 
for the daughter of my people 


Whatever ſecondary means may have led to this melan- 
choly end, the firſt cauſe is certain, It is in vain to attri- 
bute it to the effects of another doctrine. The incorpora- 
tion of ungodly men with the church of Chriſt has been its 
ruin, Men have dreamt of an hereditary religion, A re- 

ligion 


9 
ligion tranſmitted from their fathers and not from God, It 
has too greatly obtained amongſt us; and all ſerious men, 
whoſe hearts are alive to God, lament, bitterly — the 
conſequences. 


Men and Brethren, let me earneſtly entreat you to pay 
the utmoſt attention to this part of my ſubject : your glory, 
as a church of Chriſt, depends upon it. As you value your 
own comfort, the happineſs of your miniſter, and the honour 
of the Son of God, never, upon any account, admit an 
ungodly, I mean an unconverted man, into your commu- 
nity, Conſider nothing as an equivalent for religion. Should 
nuny one propoſe himſelf for admiſſion among you, as rich 

and wiſe as Solomon himſelf, yet deſtitute of the true grace 
of God, ſhut your doors againſt him; he will be at beſt but 
an Achan in the camp. 


Search the ſcriptures, examine the New Teſtament ; 
where do you find an inſtance which gives the moſt diſtant 
intimation of any man being a member of a chriſtianchurch, 
who was not a ſuppoſed ſubject of the grace of God? Who 
. compoſed the churches at Rome, Corinth, Epheſus, Phi- 
lippi, Coloſſe, and Theſſalonica? Read the introductory parts 
of the apoſtle's epiſtles to thoſe reſpective places, and you 
will diſcover they were Saints, in God the Father, and the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


All thoſe, who give themſelves up to a church, ſhould 
at upon the principle of the Macedonians, 2 Cor. viii. 5. 
they firſi gave their ownſelves to the Lord, and then ta each other 
by the will of God, Let this rule be written upon all your 
hearts, Inviolably abide by this principle, You will here- 
by be a bleſſing to one another ; you may then expect peace 
within your walls, and proſperity in your ſouls, 


Should you aſk, What makes men ſaints ? we reply ; not 

a form of ſaintſhip. From ſuch turn away. It is poſſible 
for a man to be as orthodox in his opinions, as the ſun is 
bright, and as upright in his public conduct as an angel, 
C and 
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03 
and yet not a faint. I fay it is poſſille, and the reaſon is 
evident. God looks to the heart, and requires truth in the 
inward part. There the work muſt begin. God abhors 
the ſacrifice, where not the heart is found.” Except a man 
be born again, he cannot ſee the kingdom of God, Jahn 
Iii. 5. Circumciſion availeth nothing, nor uncircumciſion, 
but a new creature, Gal. vi. 15. Nothing leſs than a di- 
vine change of mind, can make a man a ſaint: for who 
can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? | 


Men of this kind, are the eſſential materials. They 
enter into a confederation, according to the laws of the 
New Teſtament, and thereby become a chriſtian church. 
Our next inquiries muſt be reſpecting 


The OFFICERS of a CHURCH. 


When we read ſuch names as are found in the vocabu- 
lary of ſome churches ; thoſe hard names, ſome of which 
you have already heard, and refer to the New Teſtament, 
we ſeem a little ſurprifed, and conclude there muſt be 
a miſtake ſomewhere. After we have ſearched, and re- 
ſearched the faithful and full documents of ſcripture; we 
find only two orders of officers in the primitive church, 
Biſhops and Deacons. Read Paul's introduction of the epiſtle 
to the Philippians; it addreſſes the Biſbops and Deacons : 
not one officer more is mentioned, or as much as hinted at. 
Read the ſame perſon's epiſtles to Timothy and Titus, 
and he ſtrictly keeps to the ſame number ſtill. Biſhops and 
Deacons were the only officers of apo/iolic times, We do not 
hear a word about a Pope, a Cardinal, an Archbiſhop, a 
Dean, &c. &c. As this may appear rather novel to ſome of 
you, our next inquiry ought to be, whether ſuch officers 
were adequate to all the eſſential purpoſes of a chriſtian 
church: and in order to do this, we ſhould attempt to aſ- 
certain, as accurately as poſſible, the particular occupation 


of each. 


A BISHOP. 


15 


A BISHOP. 


The word (imply means an sver/eer. You need not un- 
derſtand Greek to know this : The tranilators of the New 
Teſtament have told you all about it, in As xx. They 
render the very word, which in every other place they have 
rendered Biſhop, by that of overſeer. [hey had, no doubt, 
their reaſons for ſo doing ; and I dare ſay they were good 
ones too. In this ſenſe of the word, Joſeph was a Bithop 
in Potiphar's houſe, Gen. xxxix. 4. He was an overicer; | 
or, as we fay, he overlooked things. 


The office then of a chriſtian Biſhop is to inſpect, 9 
take care of the ſpiritual concerns of the church. ' So 
Peter repreſents them, 1 Epiſt. v. 2. as men who had taken - 
the over/ight of the flock of God. They paid attention to 
their ſouls; and adminiſtered all neceſſary poſſible help to 
them, This is a Biſhop's office, and the whole of it; and if 
he aims at any thing more, he intrudes himſelf into a pro- 
vince, foreign from that aſſigned to him by the great Head 
of the church. You perceive, Brethren, I am ſpeaking 


of a New Teftament Biſhop. 


But then you will ſay, There were alſo Elders, ri 
Paſtors in the apoſtolic church. True, there were, but 
they were all one and the ſame with Biſhops. This is a 
plain caſe, and our evidence is at hand, Ae xx. When 
the Apoſtle Paul called together the Elders of the church of 
Epheſus, at Miletus, with a heart burning with love to im- 
mortal ſouls, he thus addreſſed them, der. 28. Take 
heed unto yourſelves, and to all the Rock, over which the 
Holy Ghoſt hath made you over/eers— Biſhops. Now this 
is plain, and who can miſtake it? Paul addreſſes Elders, 
and calls them Biſhops, Every child muſt make this juſt 
inference: Therefore an Elder is a Biſbop. It you want 
further evidence, conſult Titus i. 5, b, 7. 

C 2 Thus 


1 

Thus, you ſee, a New Teſtament Elde er and Biſhop 
were one and the ſame office; and the ſame may be proved 
of a Paſtor, from 1 Pet. v. 2. So that our Brother, your 
Miniſter, is to all intents and purpoſes, by the authority of 
God, and the laws of Scripture, in New Teſtament lan- 
guage, the Biſhop, or overſeer of this place; and I doubt not 
but he will prove faithful to his truſt, by looking well after 
your ſpiritual concerns. The next thing we have to attend 
to, is the word | 


: DEACON. 


This was the only other office of apoſtolic authority. 


— 


- : 
A 3 Rs 


F The original deſign of which, was to ſerve tables, Adds vi. 
j The table of the poor to receive the contributions of the 
? church for the ſupport of the poor ſaints, and to apply 
ll them for that purpoſe; and it is probable, that their office 
V4 extended to the management of all temporal concerns. 
F Preaching was no part of their office. A Deacon might 
5 have been an occaſional preacher, but he was not a preacher, 
| ö | in conſequence of his office as a Deacon, 
| Men and Brethren, you may aſk, Was there no other \ 
| ö office? I anſwer, No; there was no other office. The a- 
F: poſtle Paul was a very faulty writer, if, when he addreſſed 
ll an orderly and reſpectable church, he ſhould have mention- 
Es ed ſome expreſs]y by their office, and have omitted others. 
| j In Philippians i. 1. he writes to the ſaints, with the' Biſhops 
| N and Deacons. We may be certain he included the whole 
| | church, and yet he ſays they were only theſe. Firſt, 
5 SAINTS—the Church— the People. Secondly, BisHorps— 


their Preachers. Thirdly, De acons—their Clerks—to 
take care of their ſecular affairs. Theſe were quite ſuſh - 
cient for every purpoſe of utility; they wanted no more; 
more would have been an incumbrance. Moſt ſocieties 
| require a chairman and a clerk, and moſt ſocieties have 
| j | them; and in general they do very well with them. Pauſe 
| for 2 moment, and inquire, what other officers are wanted, 


ji For 
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For the purpoſe of oſtentatious parade, we may form a 


Conſiſtory, and decorate it with Tiaras, Cardinals Red 
Hats, Mitres, Croſiers, &c. but for the purpoſe of ſaving 
immortal ſouls, we can do very well without them. 


Thus you ſee what beautiful ſimplicity marks the inſti- 
tutes of the goſpel ; and we might expect it to be ſo, as the 
work of God. All his works are ſimple. The more com- 
plex the conſtruCtion of any thing, the more of man is in it; 
the more ſimple, the more like God. When you ſee a 
church formed upon a complex principle, at leaſt, queſtion 
the divinity of its original. There is beauty in all ſimplici- 
ty, whether natural or moral ; and, poſſibly, ſimplicity is an 
eſſential part of beauty. Of the deſigns of the moſt High, 
we may ſay, O Lord, how beautiful are thy works, in wiſ- 
dom haſt thou made them all. And, in the elegant lan- 
guage of Dr. Watts, of the church, we may emphatically 
ſay, 

«© How decent and how wiſe ! 

. How glorious to behold ! 


Beyond the pomp that charms the eyes, 
And rights adorned with gold.“ 


Our attention in the next place muſt be employed about 


POWER. 


This extends to two articles. —Firſt, the appointment of 
officers. Such a thing exiſts in ſome churches, that bears 
the name of patronage, whereby one man has a right to ap- 


point for a whole pariſh, what kind of a miniſter he pleaſes. 


Ye, my plain brethren, are unread in the arts and tricks 
that abound in the world. Ye have never heard what ſo- 


phiſtry may adduce in ſupport of the worſt of things: for 
this very reaſon, in moſt caſes, you are the fitteſt judges of 


what is right. A good deal of honeſty, and a little com- 
mon ſenſe, can do great things. We will now ſtate a ſup- 
poſed caſe : Should your church be deſtitute of a miniſter, 

you 
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If any of us had the bulk of our property depending upon 


133 

you would then conſequently want another; and if it ſo camo 
to paſs, that a man, who knew nothing of you, nor you of 
him, ſhould ſend you juſt what kind of a miniſter he pleaſ- 
ed; inſiſting, that whether you approved of him or not, hs 
muſt be your miniſter. How would you feel? Methinks J 
ſee indignation in your very countenances. We will again 
ſuppoſe, that in ſimilar circumſtances, the man, to whom 
you muſt apply for a' ghoſtly guide, ſhould be the *Squire of 
the pariſh, not always the wiſeſt, or the molt religious man 
in the pariſh. As a reward for ſervices faithfully rendered, 
he appoints ſome daring member of the jovial chace; ſome 
pious tenant of his feſtive board, to the important truſt. 
Theſe, Brethren, are very ſerious things, and ſuch as by 
their own importance demandy an inquiry, and therefore we 
will again refer to our uſual authority, and aſk, What ſaith 
the ſcripture in this caſe alſo ? | 


We find Jeſus Chriſt giving this very ſerious. advice ta 


his hearers : Tate heed what ye hear. Every one muſt fee the 


evident implication of this paſſage, and will thus reaſon upon 
it :—If I am cautioned to take heed what I Hear, it ſup- 
poſes a right in me to chuſe whom I will hear. It is evident 
that this mode obtained in the apoſtolic church. When 
the apoſtaſy of Judas called for another, to take part of 
the miniſtry, from which he fell by tranſgreſſion, we find, 
in this eminent ipſtance, the whole regulated according ta 
the will, and by the authority of the people, Acts i. 


In regard to the office of a Deacon, the Apoſtle acknow- 
ledged the power of election to be in the ſame hands, 42s 
vi. The twelve called the multitude of the Diſciples and 
ſaid, Look ye out ſeven men, of honeſt report, &c. The 
Apoſtles did no more than declare the w/! of the people, 
by formally ſetting apart thoſe whom they had previoutly 
choſen *. Thus the Scripture ſtates it, and thus it ought 
to be. The contrary is the very ſoul of folly and cruelty. 


the 


An introduQo: y diſcouiſe at the ordination of the Rev. Mr. Allioi, by 
J Brewer, | 


s 


the iſſue of a ſuit at law, how hard ſhould we conſider our 


lot, if we were compelled to commit the management of it 


to the hands of a man, of whoſe legal knowledge, and foren- 
fic abilities, we had the meaneſt opinion? Or elſe, ſuppoſe, 
when languiſhing upon a bed of ſickneſs; convinced of the 
abſolute neceſſity of applying for relief to the healing art, 
we find ourſelves obliged to truſt our very exiſtence; to the 
treatment of a perſon as ignorant of the properties of me- 
dicine, as a deaf man is of the power of muſic, it would 
be a lamentable caſe, But how infinitely 'more lamentable 
muſt it be, to truſt our ſouls, our everlaſting all, to the di- 
tection and care of a man, unconcerned about his own 

ſoul, and unacquainted with the method of ſaving another's! 
The compaſſionate friend of finners has kindly ordered it 


otherwiſe. 


The ſecond thing, to which the article of power relates, 
is the government of its own internal and proper concerns. 
Our queſtion is, who has authority in theſe matters? If in- 
habitants of North Britain, muſt it be committed to Synods, 
or General Aſſemblies ; or, if inhabitants of South Britain, is 
it repoſed within an eccleſiaſtical court? If a fuhject of diſ- 
pute ariſes among you in this place, how is it to be ſettled ? 


Are you to go to Lichfield, and leave the decifion to the 


deſultory litigations of proctors? Or what are you to do? 
Let a Biſhop ſpeak. Hear him! He is a Biſhop of the 
eſtabliſhed church of England. © I readily grant, that 
there was a confederacy of diſcipline eſtabliſhed amongſt 
the individuals of every church *.” He means primitive 
churches. And again; *I look upon the right of pri- 
vate judgment, in every concern reſpecting God and our- 
ſelves, as ſuperior to the control of human authority +.” 
This is enough—This is plain—You all underſtand it ; 
and it is juſt as it ought to be. But to © err is human :” 


and 


* Biſhop Watſon's Apology for Chriſtianity, in Letters to E, Gibbon, 
Eſq; 5th edit. page 107. 
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and with whatever reverence we may look up to a Biſhop, 
yet, as it is poſſible, even for a Biſhop to be miſtaken, we 
will juſt aſk what ſaith the ſcripture ?—Firſt of all; ſuppo- 
ſing an offence to ariſe in any particular church, it leaves 
the arbitration of it to themſelves, Matt. xviii. 15, 16, 17. 
Moreover, if thy brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, go and 
tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he ſhall 
hear thee, thou haſt gained thy brother. But if he will 
not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that 
in the mouth of two or three witneſſes every word may be 
eſtabliſhed. And if he ſhall neglect to hear them, tell it 
unto the church ; but if he neglect to hear the church, let 
him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.— Hear 
the folemn ſanction of this authority from the great Lord of 
conſcience himſelf, ver. 18. Verily, I ſay unto you, what- 
ſoever ye ſhall bind on earth, ſhall be bound in heaven; 
and whatſoever ye ſhall looſe, ſhall be looſed in heaven. 
Strictly correſpondent with his divine Maſter is the language 
in which the Apoſtle Paul treats the fame ſubject, 1 Cor. 
v. 12. — Do not ye judge them that are within? Every indi- 
vidual church of Chriſt has a tribunal within itſelf, to 
which every member is amenable ; and which poſſeſſes full 
power to regulate its own particular concerns, 


Some of you may, in the next place aſk, In the hands of 


what particular characters in a chriſtian community does 
this power lie ? I anſwer, In the hands of no one man, or. 


ſet of men, but it is poſſeſſed by the whole. A generous 
equality, in all religious concerns, reigns throughout the 
family of Jeſus Chriſt, Matt. xx. 25. The princes of the 
Gentiles exerciſe dominion over them, and they who are 
great exerciſe authority over them; but it ſhall not be ſo among 
yon. No, ye are all Brethren, and one is your Maſter, 
Matt. xxiii. 8. This principle is neither deſtructive of 
order, nor hoſtile to ſubordination, In every ſociety men 
will be found, who, in conſequence of ſuperior informa- 
tion, are better qualified than others to take the lead in 
public affairs. Such men are an acquiſition to a church ; 

| and 
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| and all good and wiſe men in that church, will be thank- 
ful for them, and moſt gladly inveſt them with that autho- 
rity, the exerciſe of which may be for the glory of God. 
But ſtill remember, the people, wlio gave them their power, 
may take it away when they pleaſe. 


- But it will moſt probably be urged, that though none 
of the ordinary members may poſſeſs a pre-eminence above 
others, yet aſſuredly the miniſter does. Yes, my Brethren, 
a miniſter of the everlaſting goſpel is the moſt pre-eminent 
character under lieaven; men cannot think too highly of 
him. Men, who know the value of ſuch a character, will 
eſteem him very highly in love for his work's ſake ; and 
think him worthy of double honour; and I therefore en- 
treat you to ſet the higheſt value upon your miniſter. Love 
him—pray for him—ſerve him—do all you can to make 
him happy.— He is your beſt friend—He has been the 
appointed inſtrument of ſaving your fouls : and I doubt 
not, but through eternity you will bleſs God upon his ac- 
count. But yet, as a member of your church, he poſſeſſes 
no more authority than the meaneſt perſon among you. He 
can do nothing, in regard to . internal een without 
your conſent. 


He has but one voice. In all your deciſions, he is but an 
unit: nor will an upright, generous man, wiſh to be any 
thing elſe. With pity he looks down upon a fellow being, 
who, i in the plenitude of his pontifical authority, conſiders 
himſelf as a creature of a higher order. The faithful miniſ- 
ter of the glorious goſpel of the bleſſed God, will aim at no 
dignity among you ſuperior to that of a brother, and your 
ſervant for Chriſt's fake, Superiority, notwithſtanding all 
this, will be attached to ſuch a character. If he be an ho- 
neſt man, he has endeavoured to make himſelf an able mi- 
niſter of the New Teſtament ; he has paid particular atten- 
tion to the things of God ; the laws of his houſe have been 
the ſubject of his ſpecial ſtudies. By his habits and his op- 
portunities (I arrogate no improper conſequenceto myſelf, or 

my 
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my brethren), he will be better qualified to judge of thoſe 
things which may prove to be the ſubjects of your inqui- 
ries, than others among you ; conſequently you will feel for 
him eminent reſpect ; look up to him with reverence, and 
treat his opinions with peculiar deference. In point of 
right, he is no man's ſuperior ; but unleſs he be ignorant or 
idle (and if ſo he has nothing to do with the miniſtry), he 
vill poſſeſs acquired ſuperiority. 


Nothing but the particular nature of your circumſtances, 
can ſufficiently apologize for occupying ſo much of your 
time. One article more comes under -our conſideration, 
and that is 


ORDINATION. 


How liable are we to miſtake the plaineſt things! what 
ſtrange ſentiments have been affociated with the term Or- 
dination ! It has been conſidered, as a ſomething, to confer 
which has been the ſole prerogative of miniſters. I mean 
even among Diſſenters. I hope, Brethren, you are better 
taught. Your miniſter 1s already ordained, and you are 
the ordainers, and not we. Sometime ago, when you met 
in this place, and invited our brother, Mr. Evans, to take 
upon him the paſtoral care of you (having previouſly given 
yourſelves up to the Lord, and to one another), and he ac- 
cepted of that invitation, the work was done. You then or- 
dained him; and we, miniſters of different chriſtian churches, 
have only come at your requeſt, to tell this congregation, 
and the public through them, what you have done. 


This doctrine is contained in the ſenſe of the word pro- 
perly applied to this ſubject. It ſimply means, to fretch 
ferth the hand; and is never uſed but twice in the New Tel- 
tament. Acts xv. 23. 2 Cor. viii. 19. A reference to the 


mode of inſtitution unto public offices, will make it clear to | 


all of you. When any perſon was elected to any particular 
tuncion, by any number of perſons, they ſignified their 
| choice 


„„ 

choice of him by ſome gn; generally by the Aretching forth, 
or lifting up of the hand; and hence the term, Aretching 
forth of the hand, became an appropriate term for ordinati- 
on; becauſe, by that ſign, they gave their ſuffrages, or votes, 
and thereby ordained to that office. This cuſtom obtains 
in many popular meetings, as the mode of election, among 
us in the preſent day. You will ſee this interpretation of the 
word exemplitied, in 2 Cor. viii. 19. © who was alſo choſen of 
the churches :” the word is the ſame as that in As xiv. 23. 
rendered ordained. The ſenſe of which may thus be illufſ- 
trated, —He was choſen—ordained, of the churches. How 
was it done? Why, they did it, when called upon to figni- 
fy their choice, by the lifting up, or ſtretching forth of their 
hand, The churches did it—The churches ordained him— 

and to them the power belongs. 5 


I would only juſt remark,-that ſo groſs is our conception 
of plain things, that frequently it is imagined, after a man 
has been ordained, he is ſomething different from what he 
was before; or at leaſt, that he poſſeſſes ſomething which he 
did not poſſeſs before. In the eſtabliſhed church, there is 
a propriety in this apprehenſion, becauſe, when the Biſhop 
ordains a prieſt, he ſays, ** Receive the Holy Ghoſt for the 
office and work of a prieſt in the church of God, now com- 
mitted unto thee by the impoſition of our hands *.“ But, 
Brethren, we have no Holy Ghoſt to give. We would not 
join in the ſolemnities of this day, if we did not believe that 
our Brother has, with all its ſaving influences, received the 
Holy Ghoſt long before this time. Without the Spirit of 
God he has nothing to do with the chriſtian miniſtry : but 
it is not man, but God, that gives it; therefore all that we 
can do is, to pray that the God and Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, would abundantly pour down upon him the 
Spirit of grace, that he + be an able miniſter of the New _ 
Teſtament, going before you in the ſpirit and power of 
Elias, „ | 

* Offi:e for Ordination of Prieſts, 


(-#*} 
Thus, Brethren, in a very plain manner (and I have 


aimed at peculiar plainneſs), I have informed you of the 
ſcripture ſenſe of the various articles, about which your 


minds are this day occupied, All I ſhall add is, ever keep 
'up in your ſouls, a warm and energetic ſenſe of the great 


and proper end deſigned by the connection which now ſub- 
fiſts between you and your miniſter. Is it merely to ſup- 
port a party ? No, Sirs, it is not merely to ſupport a party. 

You have a higher, a nobler end in view, even the glory of 
the great God; and the reaſon why you particularly fupport 
one party, in reference to another, is, becauſe you-think 


that party has the moſt of truth on its fide ; and therefore 


God will get more glory by your attachment to it, than to 


any other. I am far from exclaiming againſt parties, I 


know not, how any man, poſſeſſing the ſmalleſt portion of 
common ſenſe, and common honeſty, can avoid being of a 
party. But there is a very material difference, between a 


_ perſon being a mere party man, and a man of a party. Bre- 
thren, my advice is, Examine the ſcriptures—inquire what 


is truth—be fully perſuaded in your own minds—then act 
according to conſcience ; and, in the language of good Mr. 
Flavel, ** Be ſure your ground be good, and then be ſure 
you maintain your ground.” That liberty which you take 
yourſelf, give to ail who differ from you, © Every man is 
orthodox to himſelf+.” Every thinking man conliders 
himleif right. Therefore, wherever you ſes the image of 
God, love that man as a brother, though he may differ 


from you in many of the circumſtantials of religion. Do 


him all the good in your power; and wherever you ſee a 
man, or a ſet of men, endeavouring to advance the Re- 
deemer's intereſt. May we never know any intereſt ſeparate 
from that | I ſay, wherever ſuch men are found, wiſh them 
God ſpeed. As far as ycu poſſibly can, help them to carry 
on the great work ot inèreaſing the dominion ct Meſſiah a- 
mong men, and the tranſcendently glorious work of ſaving 
ſouls, Thus, Brethren, may you lire, ſhewing forth the 
praiſes . 

* Lotks. 
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praifes of him who has called you out of darkneſs into his 
marvellous light ! When death ſhall diſſolve the connecti- 
on between body and ſoul, may the realjty of the grace of 
God be eyidenced in your triumph over the laſt enemy! 
And in the laſt great day, may all of you, miniſter and peo- 
ple, without one abſentee, occupy your thrones at the right 
hand of the glorious and everlaſting Jeſus, and ſo be for 
ever with him! 


. 
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CONFESSION. - 


3 
| 1 Believe, that there is but one only, living, and true 
God; poſſeſſed of infinite perfections. Omnipotent, 
Omniſcient, and Omnipreſent; Eternal, Immutable, In- 
viſible, and Incomprehenſible. A Being perfectly Holy, 
Infinitely Juſt, extenſively Good, and inviolably Faithful 
and True. That He ordained from eternity whatſoever 
ſhould come to paſs. That He created all things by the 
word of his power, and governs all things by his unerring 
wiſdom. That He is of himſelf all-ſufficient, and inde- 
pendent of his Creatures; deriving no eſſential glory or 
happineſs from them : the origin, and fountain, of all 
Being, and Bleſſedneſs. The rewarder of them who dili- 
gently ſeek him, and juſt in the puniſhments he inflicts 
upon all who diſobey him, 

| II. 

I believe, that there are three Perſons in the Godhead; 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt ; that theſe three 
are one God, the ſame in ſubſtance, equal in power 
and glory. wm 


III. 


I believe, that although by the light of nature, aſſiſted 
by the works of creation, and providence, God may be fo 
far known, as to leave men without excuſe ; yet, theſe are 
not ſufficient to communicate that knowledge of God, 


which is — to Salvation: It hath therefore pleaſed 
. God, 


1 
God clearly, and fully, to reveal his mind and will in thi 
holy ſcriptures, contained in the Books of the Old anc 
New Teſtament ; which were written by holy men, un- 
der the immediate direction, and inſpiration of the Holy 
Ghoſt. That the canon of ſcripture is now complete, 
and that we look for no further revelation from God, 


IV. 


I believe, that the holy ſcriptures are a ſufficient, and the 
only perfect rule of faith and practice. That faith in them, 
and obedience to them, do not depend upon any man, or 
profeſſing church; but upon the authority of God alone. 
That the ſublimity of the matter; the efficacy of the doc- 
trines; the majeſty, and ſimplicity of the ſtyle; the har- 
mony of all the parts, with the fulfilment of the various 
prophecies, promiſes, and threatenings therein contained, 
eſtabliſh their divine origin, That the infallible rule of 
interpretation of ſcripture, is the ſcripture itſelf ; and the 
ſupreme Judge, by which all controverſies in religion are 
to be determined. I believe, That God alone is Lord of 
the conſcience, in matters of faith and worſhip; and that 
we are not bound to obey the commands of men, in things 
contrary to the word of God. 


5 V 


I believe, that although the ſcriptures are of divine 
origin, and a ſufficient rule of faith and practice, yet, in 
conſequence of the ſtate of the human mind, through ſin, 
the illumination of the Holy Spirit is abſolutely neceſſary, 
to the right underſtanding of the important truths therein 
contained. The natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God, for they are fooliſhneſs unto him, 
neither can he know them, becauſe * are „ 
diſcerned.“ 


I be- 
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VI. 


believe, that after God had made the heavens, and the 
earth, and formed all creatures, he created man; that he 
breathed into him the breath of life, and he became a 
living, rational, and immortal foul, endued with know- 
ledge, righteouſneſs, and true holineſs, after his own moral 
image. That man, thus completed, had the law of God 
written in his heart; poſſeſſed of power to obey ; yet, un- 
der a poſſibility of falling, being left to the freedom of his 
own Will, liable to change. That God did enter into a 
covenant of works with Adam, wherein life was promiſed 
upon condition of his perfect, and perſonal obedience : 
But being ſeduced by the ſubtilty of Satan, he tranſgreſſed 
the divine command, by eating of the forbidden fruit : that 
he thereby loſt his original righteouſneſs, the life of God, 
the image of God, and the enjoyment of God, and in- 
curred his wrath, and diſpleaſure.—That, by his diſobe- 
dience, he becatne earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh ; prone 
to all evil, and averſe from all good. That Adam, not 
being conſidered as a ſingle perſon, but as the common, 


and fcaderal head of all mankind, his fin was imputed to 


his poſterity ; and the ſame corrupt nature is, by ordinary 
generation, conveyed to all the human race. That in con- 
ſequence of this original corruption, “every imagination of 
the thoughts of man's heart is only evil continually.” That 
he is by nature, and through ſin, deſtitute both of ability, 
and inclination, to obey God, or recover himſelf from his 
awful ſtate of ſin and miſery. : | 


VII. 


I believe, that the recovery of man, both as to matter 
and means, entirely originated in the ſovereign pleaſure of 
Jehovah. That to effect this great and benevolent work, 
God did enter into a covenant of grace, to reſtore his 
people from the ruins of the als and bring them into a 

| ſtate 


TE 


tate of ſalvation by a Redeemer. That this covenant was 


manifeſted to Adam after his fall, in a gracious Ppromife 
made to him by Jehovah ; and afterwards revealed, in va- 


rious ways, to the Patriarchs, Prophets, and Believers, 


under his Old Teſtament diſpenſation. 


VIII. | | 
I believe, that God did, from all eternity, ſeledt ſome 


out of the fallen race of Adam to eternal life, ** to the 


praiſe of the glory of his grace.“ That the only Re- 
deemer of God's elect, is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; who 
being truly, and properly God, equal with the Father, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, in the fulneſs of time Became man. 
That he took the human nature into union with the di- 
vine, and in the complex character of God and man, in 


one Chriſt, he obeyed the law, and ſuffered its penalty 


and curſe, as the ſurety, and ſubſtitute of his people, and 


in their room and ſtead : by which he atoned for fin, ſa- 
tisfied divine Juſtice, appeaſed his Father's wrath, wrought 


out, and brought in, a perfect and everlaſting righteouſ- 
neſs, capable of juſtifying the ungodly ; and opened an ef- 
fectual door for the exerciſe of mercy, conſiſtent with all 
the perfections of Jehovah. That he died, and was bu- 
ried ; aroſe from the dead the third day according to the 
ſcriptures, and, after frequently appearing to his Diſciples, 
aſcended into heaven; and there, as the compaſſionate 
High-prieſt, and prevalent Intereeſſor of his people, he 
now repreſents their perſons, preſents their facrifices, and 
pleads their cauſe ; and that he will come again the ſecond 
time without fin to ſalvation. | 


. 


1 believe, that as all men are by nature children of wrath; 


and, as tranſgreſſors, under the curſe of the law; alienated 
from God, and juſtly expoſed to eternal puniſhment. uf 


tification and Sand7ification, are abſolutely neceſſary to the 
E enjoy- 


8 — 25 
2 n 


1 } 
enjoyment of God in this world, and Eternal glory in 
the next. 


That Puftifcation conſiſts in an et from curſe and 
condemnation, with all the final conſequences of fin. That 
itis obtained through the righteouſneſs of Chriſt freely im- 
| Puted to the ſoul by Jehovah, and received by faith; by 
which believers become perſonally intereſted in Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the bleſſings of Salvation: and being thus conſidered 
complete in Chriſt, are adjudged worthy of eternal life. I 
believe that Salvation is not attainable in any other way { 
<< for there is none other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we muſt be ſaved.” Not by works, for 
<< by the deeds of the law there ſhall no fleſh be juſtified 
in his ſight,” but alone through faith in the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt. By him all that believe are juſtified from all 
things, from which they could not be juſtified by the law 
of Moſes :” not by the merit of faith, any more than by 
the merit of works; for by brace we are ſaved througli 
faith, and that not of ourſelves, it is the gift of God.” 


| I believe, that San&ification is the work of the Holy 
Ghoſt upon the ſoul ; that it begins in regeneration, and 
js carried on by the indwelling, and operation of the Spirit 
in the hearts of the regenerate, and principally in the uſe 
of means; through which believers are made meet to be 
partakers of the inheritance of the ſaints in light. 


. | 

believe, that although good works have no ſhare, ei- 
ther in obtaining the favour of God, or procuring the 
pardon of fin, yet they are neceſſary, as the fruits and 
evidences of true and lively faith; that they tend to 
glorify God, and juſtify our faith before men. That al- 
though believers are delivered from the law, as a covenant 
of works; yet they are under the law to Chriſt, and under 
obligations to obſerve the law as a rule of conduct. That 


their obedience to the will of God, does not proceed from 
| any 


1 2 | 
any power inhere in. themſelves, but from the influence of 
the Holy Spirit, who worketh in them, to will, and to 


do, of his good pleaſure.” 


I believe, that being once united to Chriſt by faith, and 
juſtified through his righteouſneſs ; though believers may, 
through the force of temptation, and remaining deprayity, 
be permitted to fall, thereby loſe the joys of ſalyation for a 
time, and be left to doubt their intereſt in the bleſſings 
thereof; yet, they cannot fall from a ſtate of grace and fa- 
your with God, or finally periſh ; but that all true believers 
all be reſtored, perſevere to the end, and be eternally ſaved. 


J believe, that there are two Sacraments appointed by 
Chriſt in his church, to be obſerved to the end of time: : 
Baptiſm, and the Supper of the Lord. 


That Baptiſm is an initiatory ordinance, by which we 
are admitted into God's viſible church ; and is a fign, or 
ſeal, of regeneration and pardon, a by water, 
in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt. I believe, that the proper ſubjects of Baptiſm, are 
ſuch who profeſs faith in Chriſt, and obedience to him, and 
alſo the Infant ſeed of ſuch profeſſing believers; and that 
pouring, or ſprinkling, is the mode-moſt conſiſtent with the 
word of God, and the practice of the primitive churches. 


I believe, that the Lord's Supper was inſtituted by Jeſus 

_ Chriſt the ſame night in which he was betrayed : that it was 
intended to be a ſtanding memorial of the love of Chriſt to 
his people, and of their obligations to him. That by giv- 
ing and receiving bread and wine, we commemorate the 
death of Chriſt; and that it is a pledge of our communion 
with him, and with each other, as members of his myſtical _ 


body. That this ſacrament is to be conſidered as a ſacred 
E 2 | oath, 
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[46 1 
oath, and obligation, to be found in all the ordinances and 
commands of the Lord blameleſs. 


XIII. 
I believe, that the bodies of men, after death, return to 


duſt and corruption; but the ſoul, being immortal, aſcends 


to God who gave it, to receive according to the deeds done 


in the body, whether they be good or bad; and doth i _ 


2 enter either into happineſs or miſery. 


XIV. 


I believe in the Reſurrection of the dead at the laſt day, 
and in a Judgment to come. That the: bodies of all who 
die in union with Chriſt, ſhall be raiſed from the dead, like 
unto his glorious body. That body and ſoul, ſhall be re- 
united, and enter into the joy of their Lord. That unbelivers 
ſhall alſo be raiſed ; their bodies be reunited to their ſouls ; 
that body and but ſhall, by an awful, and irrevocable ſen- 
tence, be baniſhed from the preſence of the Lord, and from 
the glory of his power; and be conſigned, by a righteous 
Judge, to eternal puniſhment in Hell, without a poſſibility 
of redemption, or the leaſt alleviation of their miſery. 


„„ Theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſhment ; but the 


righteous into life eternal.“ 
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' EXHORTATION 


GIVEN TO 


The Rev. JONATHAN EVANS, 


' AT HIS ORDINATION. 
. ˙— A | i 


14 part of the preſent ſervice, which I have been 

preſſed to undertake — An Exhortation to the mini ſter, 
might well be ſpared on this occaſion; for I am not to ad- 
dreſs a young man, juſt entering upon the miniſtry, and 
unacquainted with its duties and difhculties ; but a brother, 
who has for many years been employed in the work, with 
increaſing reputation to himſelf, and uſefulneſs to the Church: 
nevertheleſs, as he is now taking upon himſelf the paſtoral 
office in this ſociety, a few thoughts upon the ſpirit and 
temper with which it ought to be diſcharged, may not be 


improper; and theſe I ſhall deduce from a ſingle ſentence 


of St. Paul, in his 


2d Epiſtle to the CoxixrhiANs, i. 12. 


SIMPLICITY AND GODLY SINCERITY. 


With theſe admirable diſpoſitions, the Apoſtle and 


his fellow-labourers, had conducted themſelves in 
their miniſtry at large, and eſpecially at Corinth ; a re- 
flection upon which, afforded him the moſt ſenſible plea- 


ſure: which he thus expreſſes - For our rejoicing is this, 
the 
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the teflimony of our conſcience, that in ſimplicity and godly 5 
cerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of God, we have 
bad our converſation in the world, and mare abundantly to you- 
ward, 

Permit me then, my dear brother, from theſe words, to 
recommend to you 

Simplicity and godly ſincerity, in the exerciſe of your mi- 
niſtry. 


Theſe words are nearly allied in their n ; and 
inſtead of a critical and accurate diſtinction between them, 
I ſhall refer the firſt, to purity of deſign, and the latter to 
wprightneſs in the execution of it and, 

I. As to ſimplicity, or purity of deſign — that unity,“ 
or © fingleneſs of heart,” in aim and intention; that free- 
dom from baſe and ſiniſter deſigns, which bagke to pre- 
vail in the ſoul of a chriſtian miniſter. And this I ſhall 
conſider, both with reſpect to his firſt entrance on the ſa- 
cred office, and his conſtant diſcharge of it. Ne 


1. It is of vaſt importance that we begin well; that we 
ſet out right; that we poſſeſs this ſimplicity and purity of 
intention, when we become miniſters. How has “ the mi- 
niſtry been blamed ;*”” how has the church been injured, 
by men, who have entered upon this great work with baſe 
and worldly deſigns ! 


Put me, I pray thee, into one of the priefts offices, that I may 


eat a piece of bread, 1 Sam. ii. 36. Such was the diſgrace 


to which the ſons of Eli would be reduced; and, in this 
way, the miniſtry is often diſgraced now. The expectation 
of a good living, is the principal reaſon why many devote 
their ſons to the church, even where there appear to be 
neither ſuitable qualifications for the profeſſion, nor incli- 

nation towards it. This, however, can rarely be a temp- 
tation among proteſtant diflenters, whoſe miniſters too of- 
ten are confined to ſtipends, ſcarcely equal to thoſe of com- 
mon mechanics. | | 


: | e 


[ 29 J : 
The Iove of fame and popularity, may be an inducement 
to others. It is gratifying to an ambitious mind, to be 
elevated a few ſteps above the congregation ; to be preſi- 
dent in public aſſemblies; to be conſidered in the light of a 
teacher ; to be called Rabbi, Rabbi; and to be looked up to 
as a ſervant of God, and a ruler among his people. No 
doubt, numbers have entered into the church with theſe 
views, baſe and mean as they are. Verily they have their 
reward ;” they have it a, in the periſhing breath of ap- 
plauſe: but we tremble to think, what ſort of reward they 
mult have at the great day 
Others, probably, look to the miniſtry chiefly. as favour- 


able to learned leiſure; to a contemplative and retired way 
of life ; as affording convenient opportunity for mental im- 


provement, and the acquirement of polite ſcience. This, 


though not ſo grovelling and mean a motive as the for- 
mer, is unworthy the ſervant of Chriſt; all whoſe purſuits 
and gratifications, muſt be kept ſubſervient to his Maſte1's 
work. 


But he, who like the WY Paul, poſſeſſes goſpel ſiin · 
plicity, “ defireth the office of a biſnop, with the very 
ſame views, with which the bleſſed God inſtituted that 
office; and for thoſe very purpoſes for which Chriſt re- 
ceived © pifts for men,” namely, „for the perfecting of 
the ſaints, for the work of the miniſtry, for the edifying 
of the body of Chriſt.” He comes into the church, with 
the ſame deſign that Chriſt came from heaven Toſeek 
and to fave that which was Joſt.” ** Wo be to the ſhep- 
herds of Iſrael that do feed themſelves ! Should not the 
ſhepherds feed the flock ““ See Ezek. xxxiv. 2, &. 


The glory of God in Chriſt, as manifeſted in the con- 
yerfion of immortal ſouls and in their preparation for 
heaven, is the grand, leading, prevailing view of a true 
miniſter of the goſpel. He knows ſomewhat of the value 


of a ſoul ; and he wiſhes to be a miniſter, in humble * 
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of being inſtrumental in faving ſouls. This is indeed © an 
heroic paſſion; derided by infidels, but applauded by Chriſt. 

He who conſiders, with Dr. Doddridge, ** that the eternal 
welfare of one immortal ſoul is of more conſequence than 
the temporal proſperity of a whole nation; will think with 
Dr. Owen, that the ſaving of one ſoul is worth the preach- 


ing of the goſpel to @ whole nation for many years.” 


2. A miniſter having begun, is to proceed, with this 
femplicity ; and not © begin in the Spirit and end in the 
fleſh,” as many have done. St. Paul complains, that even 
in his day — All ſought their own, not the things which are Feſus 
Chri/t's.—*< The greater part of chriſtian miniſters, com- 
pared with Timothy, whom he commends, were toa 
&lfiſh and puſillanimous, and rather ſolicitous about their 
own temporal eaſe, honour, and ſafety, than willing to 
expoſe themſelves to fatigue and danger, to promote the 
cauſe of Chriſt.” See Guyſe in loc.) 


Simplicity, is here oppoſed to fleſply wiſdom, or, in modern 
phraſe—Priz/tcraft ; that carnal policy, which contrives, by 
a thouſand tricks, to' impoſe upon the underſtandings of 
men, to domineer over their conſciences, to obtain worldly 
power, and to command admiration. Prieftcraft ! Hate- 
ful name! but it is now unmaſked, detected, deteſted ; and 
let it periſh with Babylon, which gave it birth! Wicked 
men may attempt to degrade the whole miniſterial office, 
under pretence of diſcarding Prieſtcraft ; but we have no- 
thing to fear, while Simplicity rovaile in our conduct, 
and while thereby we commend ourſelves to every man's 
conſcience in the ſight of God, | 


We preach not ourſelves, but Chrift Jeſus the Lord, and 
our ſelves your ſervants. for Feſus's ſake. So ſaid the Apoſtle 
Paul of himſelf and his colleagues; and ſo we defire, in ſin- 
cerity, to ſay. Not our own intereſt, nor reputation, nor 


Notions, nor paſſions; but what relates to the adorable 
perſon, the gracious offices, the glorious righteouſneſs, the 


ſpiritual and exerlaſting kiogdom of God's dear Son. 
I ſhall 


3 


T ſhall not need to particularize the ſeveral doctrines of 
grace, and duties of holineſs, which ought to be the themes 
of your preaching ; for you have now ſolemnly ſtated, and 
publicly promiſed to maintain them, all your days. 


Only let us remember that we are always to do this with 
ſimplicity.— We ſerve him who ſearcheth the heart, and 
conſiders more the motive than the manner of our perform- 
ances. Tehu's zeal was flaming and uſeful; but, as to 
himſelf, all was ſpoiled by want of fimplicity ; he courted 
human applauſe, when he cried, Come, ſee my zeal. Our 
good works may be done ſo as to be ſeen, that God may be 
glorified ; but not done in order that they may be ſeen. 
And, according to our proportion of faith, we ſhall think 
| little of the praiſe of men; content now, with the teſtimony 
of our conſcience, and hoping for the future — of 
our Judge. | 
I proceed, Secondly, to ſpeak of that GopLy SINCERITY 
with which we are to execute our office; and, for the ſake 
of memory, let me recommend Sincerity=—la the heart—in 
the claſet in the fludy—in the ht: the mm 
in the world. 


1. In the heart. 


Sincerity has been unduly exalted, by ſome, into the ve- 
ry place of Chriſt; and made the ground of hope for ſalva- 
tion, as well as an apology for a thouſand errors in judg- 
ment and practice: nevertheleſs, it is eſſential to the "wy 
being of a chriſtian ; how much more to that of a miniſter |! 


That the heart “ be right with God,” and © ſound in his 


ſtatutes, is indiſpenſably neceſſary in the ſervant of Chriſt ; 
nor can the want of it be compenſated, by the moſt brilli- 
ant abilities, natural or acquired, 
2. Cloſely connected with this, is, Sincerity in the cloſet; 
or intimate converſe with God, in private retirement and 
devotion, A miniſter of Chriſt, is ſtyled, in the New Teſta- 


ment, as a prophet was in the Old, à man of God; a man 
devoted 
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devoted to God; a man, who, like Moſes, converſes with 
God; and, like him, obtains by that converſe, a luſtre of 
holineſs, viſible to all. This was from the beginning held 
ſo neceſſary to the chriſtian miniſtry, that the Apoſtles 
themſelves, wiſhed to be excuſed from the ſecular concerns 
of the church, and care of the poor“ that they might 
give themſelves continually % prayer.” How much the 
great Apoſtle of the Gentiles abounded in this duty, is evi- 
dent from his epiſtles; wherein we find the welfare of the 
churches, and of individuals, engaged his daily petitions at 
the throne of grace. 


« The watchman of Ephraim was with my God; ſo the 
falſe prophets, mentioned by F/za, pretended to have 
been, in imitation of the true; plainly intimating, how ne- 
ceſſary it was, to the character of a true propher, to be 
much with God; and this is as neceſſary for us, in our or- 
dinary work, as it was for thoſe who were extraordinarily 
inſpired. | 

The moſt eminent miniſters have been the moſt remark- 
able for prayer. That noble champion of the Reformati- 
on, Martin Luther, is ſaid to have devoted three hours of 
every day to devotional exerciſes: and the holy Martyr 
Bradford uſed to ſtudy on his knees. 


The ſtory of that great man, Mr. Bruce, of Scotland, 
is well known. The congregation was waiting for him, 
beyond the uſual time, on a Lord's-day afternoon. A mef- 
ſenger was ſent to haſten him; who, coming to his ſtudy 
door, heard his voice, earneſtly ſaying, “ proteſt I will 
not go without thee.” Unwilling to diſturb, what he 
thought, a converſation, he reported, that the miniſter 
ſeemed not likely to come yet, for he was declaring he 
would not fir, unleſs a perſon, who ſeemed very reluctant 
would come with him.—At length, he came; when, that 
peculiar ſolemnity, unction, and power, attended his words, 


which left no doubt on the minds of the great auditory, who 
He 


L881 
He was, with whom Mr. Bruce, like another 7/rael, had 
wreſtled and prevailed. 


This ſpirit of prayer, my honoured 2nd dear brethren, 


is what we want: poſſeſſed of this, we ſhould, probably, 


ſee wonders of grace renewed, and converts * flying to 
Chriſt, as doves to their windows.” And this is the only 


way to obtain that grace our text ſpeaks of, by which we 


may conduct ourſelves with ſimplicity and godly fince- 
rity. | 

3. The ſame ſincerity will direct us in the ſtudy; in the 
choice of a ſubject, and in our meditation upon it. Our 
ſelection of a text, will be with a ſincere deſire to profit 
the ſouls of men; and not, by a ſingle word, or letter, 
culled out for its ſingularity and oddity, to aim at ſurpri- 
fing the © gaping crowd,” and laying a trap for their ap- 
plauſe, that we have preached on a text none ever thought 
of before, and have got a world of matter out of a nut- 


ſhell. | 


4. Sincerity in the fludy will accompany us to the pulpit. 
Awtul place! not the ſeat of civil judgment itſelf is ſo awful. 
And O, what ſeriouſneſs becomes the man, who under- 
takes to declare the mind of the moſt high God; to ſtand 
between the living and dead; to diſtinguiſh between ſin— 
ners and ſaints; and to anticipate, in the conſciences of 
men, the ſentences of the great deciſive day. Sincerity 
muſt here dictate our whole diſcourſe. Sincere regard to 
the will of God, as expreſſed in the ſcriptures ; and fincere 
love to the ſouls of our fellow-men. This godly ſincerity 
will oblige us to declare, only the word of God, and to de- 
clare the whole of it. 


Nothing but the word of God. What is the chaff to 
the wheat, ſaith the Lord?“ Having then gifts—whe- 
ther prophecy, let us propheſy according to the proportion 
of faith.” This is our only rule: Not the dogmas of 

| | os | churches, 
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churches, councils or ſynods ; nor our own fancies and 
notions; but the pure unadulterated word of the goſpel. 


The whole word. Paul rejoiced in the teſtimony of his 
conſcience that he kept back nothing that was profita- 
ble ;” that „he had not ſhunned to declare all the coun- 
ſe] of God.” Bleſſed be God, we are not forbidden by 


perſecuting ſtatutes, nor royal injunctions, to preach the 


whole truth. We are under no ſuch reſtraint as that which 


James I. laid on the clergy That no preacher, of what 


title ſoever, under the degree of a Biſhop, or a Dean, at 
the leaſt, preſume to preach on the deep points of Predeſti- 
nation, Election,“ &c. Sincerity will not ſuffer us to be 


ſilent upon theſe, or any other points of doctrine or duty, 


however diſtaſteful they may happen to be, to ſome of our 
hearers. Should a temptation of this ſort occur to a mi- 
niſter, he muſt not heſitate whether it be better to obey 
God or man; for, if we aim merely to pleaſe man, and 
withhold the truth, leſt we offend a rich ſubſcriber, or a 
weighty member, how can we be the ſervants of Chriſt ? 


Nay, we muſt not “ fear a great multitude, nor let the 


reproach of families terrify us,” ſo as to make us ** keep 
ſilence,” when it is our duty to ſpeak out. Job xxxi. 34. 


This Sincerity, while it ſecures the matter of our preaeh- 
ing, will have an influence on the manner of it too. Should 
we notice thoſe who buy and ſell in the market; or thoſe 
who purſue their pleaſures at the theatre; or even thoſe 
who are quarrelling in the ſtreet ; we ſhould have no doubt 
that they are ſincere in their defies of gain, amuſement 


or revenge. And ſhall the frigid manner of a goſpel mi- 


niſter, leave a doubt on the minds of his hearers, whe- 
ther he is in earneſt or not—whether he believes what he 


preaches or not? God forbid ! 


Sincerity will dictate plainneſs of method and ple. Me- 
thod is ſo uſeful to memory, that it is cruel to conceal it 
from thoſe who wiſh to profit; and the recapitulation of the 

plan 


ax; 


plan of a ſermon, at the cloſe of it, has a good effect. 
And as to plainneſs of ſtyle, it will naturally flow from a 
heart impreſſed with the ſubject, and ſincerely deſirous that 
others may be impreſſed with it too; which they cannot 
be, unleſs it be underſtood. St. Paul preferred ſpeaking 
« five words for edification,” to the diſplay of the moſt 
unuſual gifts; and preferred the plain words of the Holy 
Ghoſt, to the enticing words of human wiſdom. 


5. Shall I add a word on Sincerity in the Parlour ? I mean 
in paſtoral viſits ; whether in the well-furniſhed parlour, the 
buſy workſhop, or the humble cottage. ©* From houſe to 
houſe” St. Paul taught the word, with tears. This is a 
difficult, generally neglected, but an important and uſeful 
branch of the paſtoral office. It is ſometimes particularly 


: painful, when we are called to a ſick chamber and a dying 


bed; when we viſit dubious characters, or ſuch as are open- 
ly profane. Humanity would bid us whiſper peace, but 
Sincerity inſiſts upon faithful dealing. 


6. Sincerity muſt regulate our whole conduct in the world. 
To the church we muſt be © an Example, in word, in 
converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity ; we 
_ muſt follow after righteouſneſs, godlineſs, love, patience, 
meekneſs.“ 
And it is neceſſary that we have © a good report & them 


that are without, leſt we fall into reproach, and the ſnare _ 


of the devil.” Miniſters are obſerved by all men with a 
critical, and by ſome, with a malignant eye. They watch 
for our halting, and would be glad to gain an apology for 
their own ſin, by quoting our example. We mult there- 
fore avoid all evil, not only ſincerely, but ſcrupuloully. 
The wife of Cæſar muſt not be ſuſpected!“ ſaid a great 
Roman. A goſpel miniſter muſt not be ſuſpected, ſay we. 
This is peculiarly neceſſary in the preſent day, when all 
poſſible contempt is thrown upon religion. The enemies 


of n mil triumph! in arguments drawn from the in- 
ſincerity, 
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ſincerity, hypocriſy, and worldly ſpirit of teachers: and, as 
the poet ſays, 


«« Each ſhallow pate, that cannot read your name, 
Can read your life, and will be proud to blame.“ 


Our lives, then, muſt be living ſermons ; and ſo, accord 
with, exemplity, and adorn the holy doctrine we teach. 


'This is an outline of the ſpirit of a chriſtian miniſter, and 
but an outline. The ſcriptures in general, and the epiſtles 
to Timothy and Titus in particular, largely deſcribe his 
whole character, and duty. And theſe, I doubt not, will be 
your frequent guides, 


I ſhall conclude, by reminding you of the conſequences 
of being unfaithful on the one hand, and of being /incere on 
the other. 


It is required in 3 that they be faithful; and an 
account will aſſuredly be taken of our ſtewardſhip. We 
watch for ſouls;“ and if, through our wilful miſconduct, 
the ſouls of men ſhould periſh—if if ſhould appear that we 
have not warned the wicked man” - awful words—** his 
blood,” faith the Lord, * his blood will 1 require at thing 
hand.” 


On the other hand, what encouragements preſent them- 
ſelves, to excite our utmeſt diligence—SUCCEss, SAris- 
FACTION, and REWARD. 


Succeſs. This, indeed, depends on the fovereign plea- 
ſure of God, and is afforded to his miniſters, in various de- 
grees. But, when they are faithful, fervent, laborious and 
conſiſtent, ſome ſucceſs, generally follows. And what a 
prize is one ſoul ggined ! one foul, won from the kingdom 
of Satan, and tranſlated into that of Chriſt ! But many, we 
truſt, will be given you. | 


Satisfaction; whether you ſucceed or not. Satisfaction, 
even if you ſhould meet with ſcorn, contempt, ſeverity, and 


perſecution. And, if Infidelity prevail, © cruel mockings,” 
17 85 at 


ES 
at leaſt, may be expected. Your ſincerity particularly, may 
be called in queſtion. ** But our rejoicing is this, the teſ- 
timony of our conſcience.” 


Reward.—< Be thou faithful unto death, and J will give 
thee a crown of life.” God is not unrighteous, to for- 
get the work of faith, and the labour of love. "Thoſe who 
renounce the emoluments of the world for his ſake, and de- 
vote their time and talents to his work, ſhall not go with- 
out their reward. A reward, wholly of grace, after all ; the 
glory procured by a Saviour's blood, which is prepared for 
all who love him, will be heightened to faithful miniſters, 
by the addition of ſaved ſouls, which ſhall be fo many gems 
in the crown : and the public Euge of Jeſus Chriſt (well 
done, good and faithful ſervant), will afford an ample re- 
compenſe for all our ſtudies, and prayers, and tears, and la- 
bours. May this bleſſed reward be yours, and ours! 


Amen. 


—_— 
ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Preacher a izes to thoſe Readers, who were alſo Hearers, on 

this occaſion, If they ſhould find here conſiderable enlargement on 
ſome points, which were but lightly touched in the delivery, it may readily 
be accounted for. His feelings for a numerous auditory, many of whom 
had been already in the Chapel near four hours; and among them, many 
perſons of a weak and delicate conſtitution, conſtrained him to abridge his 
reflections whenever he found opportunity. But they are now preſented 
with the whole he intended to ſay. | | 


Many inconveniences reſult from the unavoidable length of time occu- 
1 an Ordination Service. The different parts cannot be attended to, 
with ſuch ſolemnity and enlargement, as the cale ſeems to require, in much 
leſs than four hours. This is a period much too long for ſome of our 
moſt attentive hearers, to liſten with compoſedneſs of mind. It frequently 
happens, that theſe opportunities are purpoſely reſerved for the Summer, on 
account of the conveniency of diſtant hearers. And in ſuch circumſtances, 
the heat of the ſeaſon conſpires, with the largeneſs of the audience, to in- 
creaſe the evil. How diſtreſſing to a feeling Preacher, to ſee the viſible 
. reſtleſſneſs of over-fatigue pervading the whole congregation ! Perſons of 
nervous habits, accuſtomed to frequent refreſhment, are ready to faint, 
Perhaps ſome of the female part of the auditory actually ſwoon ; and the 
attention of ſurrounding friends is drawn from the ſolemnity itſelf, to the 
_ unhappy victim of its tediouſneſs. Others, by the paleneſs of their coun- 
tenance, indicate how much more æbilling than able, they are to continue 
fo long in a Public Aſſembly. Nor are theſe the greateſt evils—for the 
Miniſters, after all, find the time too contracted to adminiſter ſuch advice, 
and clothe it with ſuch arguments, as the occaſion would ſuggeſt. They 
are obliged therefore to abridge. And, in tenderneſs to their hearers bo- 
dies, ſome of the moſt weighty concerns with their minds, are either omit- 
ted, or ſlightly mentioned. After the Ordination at FoleſhiH, theſe topics 
were talked over; and it appeared to the Miniſters preſent, that the whole 
might be very well remedied, by adopting a new plan on thele occaſions. 
Let the ſervice be attended to in two parts. In the morning, let it con- 
clude with the ordination prayer. The Congregation might diſperſe, and 
dine in leſs than two hours; and return again, and hear the Charge to the 
Miniſter, and Sermon to the People, delivered. By ſo doing, the Preachers 
might have ſufficient time for enlargement, and the Hearers would attend 
with pleaſure. e | 


R. L. 


A 
SERMON 
TO | 


THE PEOPLE, @&c. 


— — __ 


| 13 yet remains one part of the ſolemn ſervices of 

this day to be attended to. The nature and privi- 
leges of a Chriſtian Church have been ſtated : Your Paſtor 
has made a good profeſſion of his faith: We have united 
in earneſt prayer to God upon his behalf: and the princi- 
ples which ought to form the baſis of a goſpel miniſter's 
character have been explained. It devolves upon me to 
addreſs you (the church of God in this place), and en- 
force thoſe duties which are now more peculiarly incum- 
bent upon you. And notwithſtanding the lateneſs of the 
hour, I ſhall hope for your favourable attention, to a ſub- 
ject ſo very important. The paſſage I have choſen for 2 
motto to the preſent diſcourſe you will find— 


REVELATION ili. 22, 


HE THAT HATH AN EAR, LET HIM HEAR WHAT 
THE SPIRIT SAITH UNTO THE CHURCHES. 


1 the church of God, Jeſus Chriſt is the only Lord, and 

Law-giver. Fallen men ſtand in no other relationſhip, 
naturally, to the great God, than that of condemned cri- 
minals, to a righteous Sovereign and Judge. But in the 


Chriſtian Religion we are taught to conſider all believers 
| as 
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as reconciled to God by the mediation of his Son. Theſe 
perſons are put, more immediately than others, under his 
government. He reigns in their affections. He has pre- 
feribed regulations for their conduct. But this kingdom of 
his, is purely ſpiritual : «© My kingdom is not of this 
world,” John xviii. 36. It is not founded on worldly prin- 
ciples ; not attended with worldly pomp ; not ſupported 
by worldly power. The ſubjects of his gracious authority, 
are a people very little known, and leſs regarded. They 
are ſcattered abroad upon the earth, extremely diverſified 
in name, ſentiment, and practice (in things indifferent), 
but all united in the participation of a renewed heart. 
Very worthy of attention is a paragraph of good Cotton 
Mather to this effect: I would have you lay aſide all 
thoughts of a foundation for union among the profeſſors 
« of Chriſtianity, but what ſhall be in the unity of the 
Spirit; or that work of the Holy Spirit on the hearts of 
men, that inclines them to glorify God with an obedi- 
& ence to his will revealed in his word, Other founda- 
ce tion can no man lay!“ | : 


Wherever certain perſons of this deſcription aſſociate to- 
gether for religious purpoſes—taking Chriſt for their maſ- 
ter—the New Teſtament for their code of laws—and ſe- 
riouſly attending his ordinances, they are enomiciated a 
a church of Chriſt. 


The great body of chriſtians is diſtributed into vaſt 
numbers of ſuch ſocieties; and therefore addreſſed by 
our text in the plural number: He that hath an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit faith unto the Churches.“ 


It ſeems to be preſumed in theſe words that ſome, even 
in the churches, may not have an car; or, that they are 
ſo wilfully deaf, and hardened againſt the truth, that re- 
proofs, encouragements, promiſes, and precepts, are to 
them, equally without effect. By whatever means ſuch 
have 
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| have crept into the church, their behaviour will not be or- 
namental ; their continuance is very precarious. . 


tec He that hath an ear, is the man who not only liſtens, 


but underſtands, and obeys. A ſpiritual undenſtanding is 


a capacity to diſcern and improve the things that are of 
God. It is the gift of the Spirit. And obedience is the 
ſureſt proof of its exiſtence. Every individual who is a 
partaker of this benefit, is the OY to whom * is pang 
of ſcripture belongs. | 


Te Spirit,” who ſpeaks, is that great Spirit under 
whoſe inſpiration the holy writings were indited. He is 
called the Spirit of Chriſt :” for it is his peculiar work to 
take of the things of Chriſt, and ſhew them unto us, John 
xvi. 15. Whatſoever, therefore, the Spirit faith to the 
churches, is to be regarded as the will of Chriſt our Head ; 
and the unalterable rule of our conduct. It is this conſi- 
deration, which reconciles me to the part you have aſſigned 
to me, in the ſolemn ſervices of this day. If your duty as 
a church, was merely a diſcretional thing, it would be arro- 
gance in me to give an opinion on the ſubject. But this 
matter is ſettled. The Spirit hath ſpoken in his word ; and 
I have only to exhort you to-day, brethren, to liſten to his 
inſtructive voice. In this view, I perceive a peculiar ad- 
vantage in my preſent ſituation : for I did not aſcend this 


pulpit, humbly to ſolicit your attention, to a well- intended 


piece of advice; but authoritatively to demand it to thoſe 
laws of God's houſe, which more eſpecially regard your 


un circumſtances, 


The Spirit faith many things to the churches, relative 


to the doctrines they profeſs the diſcipline they maintain— 
and the practice to which they adhere. Let us ſpend a few 
minutes in conſidering each of theſe articles. 


We begin with DocTrines. At this time the ſacred 
principles which moſt of us preſent eſpouſe, are growing into 


diſeſteem. It is not to our purpoſe to trace the cauſe of this 
ny evi 
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evil, Bold, but inexperienced, and untaught advocates for 
the doctrines of grace, have, by unaccountable diſtortions, 
injured the ſyſtem they deſigned to defend. The ſupine 


indifference of others, who poſſeſs more mature experience, 


and better judgment; but are indolent in their reſearches 
after truth; may have alſo contributed a large proportion to 


the preſent advancement of Infidelity. Certainly the Bible 


inſiſts upon our ſearching after an extenſive acquaintance 
with religious truths. To ſuppoſe. a man may be a uni- 
form, and uſeful chriſtian, without underſtanding the doc- 
trines of chriſtianity, is to degrade humanity to the order 
of clocks ; which ſtrike at their appointed hour, without 
the leaſt conſciouſneſs of their own noiſe, or motion. 


The following paſſages may be conſidered as a ſample of 
the mind of the Spirit on this point. Search the ſcrip- 
tures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life; and they are 
they which teſtify of me,” John v. 39. And ye ſhall know 
the truth, and the truth ſhall make you free, John viii. 32. 
„Though an angel from heaven preach any other goſpel 
unto you—let him be accurſed,” Gal. i. 8. When for 
the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one 
teach you again which be the firſt principles of the Oracles 
of God,” Heb. v. 12. If there come any unto you and 
bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your houſe, 


neither bid him God ſpeed,” 2 John 10. ** Ye ſhouldear- 


neſtly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto 
the ſaints, Jude 3. | 


From this ſmall colleCtion of texts, you, who are mem- 
bers of a chriſtian church, are taught that it is your duty 


To inquire after Truth. Examine for yourſelves. Rely 
not on any man's round aſſertions. Nor think it enough 
that others know, while you are ignorant. But where ſhall 
I ſend you to inquire? It is faſhionable to inveſtigate the 
principles of chriſtianity, by reading the inſolent ſophiſtry 


of aſſuming Infidels and Atheiſts. Every little witling, deſti- 
| tute 
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tute of five grains of true information, but who has read a 


Page of Voltaire, and a Pamphlet of Thomas Paine, fwoln 


with conceit, the natural offspring of ignorance, takes upon 
him the office of a Cenſor, and condemns the Holy Book 


of God. Shall I adviſe you to ſeek knowledge at ſuch 


ſources as theſe? No- would as ſoon ſend you to the 
tutelar Deities of France—Fortune—Fame—Honour—and 
an hundred more, whoſe names adorn a Pariſian Alma- 
nack, to be taught the way to eternal life, | 

But come, ſearch the ſcriptures daily ; they will bear the 
ftriCteſt teſt: and he ſhall be your worthieſt member, wha 
has moſt of Bible 4nowledge in his head, and moſt of * 
principles in his heart ! 


It is your duty to be tenacious of the Truth, No abilities in 
preachers, however popular; no eloquence, however per- 


ſuaſive; no name, though univerſally revered, may be per- 
mitted for a moment to make you careleſs about the doc- 
trines of the Bible ; or induce you to give a favourable at- 
tention to obvious errors! You muſt alſo be Teachers of the 


Truth. You have a Paſtor to inſtruct you; and you muſt 


be alſo Paſtors to inſtruct others. Some of you have inti- 


mate friends and acquaintance, and others have families. 


To ſhed ſome glimmering beams of heavenly light in the 
dark circle of your connections i is your duty, and it will be 
your honour. 


You are to contend far the Truth. Not tamely relinquiſh 
the doctrine of the Croſs, upon every ſophiſtical attack of 
pretended reaſoners; but earneſtly inſiſt on the ſuperior ex- 
cellency of evangelical principles, to cheer the heart under 
adverſity—and, in all We, to direct and ſanctify 


the conduct. 


But in your attachment to certain doctrines, take heed 


that they are clearly derived from the ſacred ſcriptures. 
And that you underſtand them in the ſame way in which 


the inſpired penmen deſigned, 
the 


You may judge of this by | 
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tlie tendency of your opinions, and their influence upon 
Four eonduct. If they are accompanied with a proud, ſel- 
fiſh ſpirit, and will comport with a looſe, diſorderly walk, 
Yout heated imagination may prompt you to contend for 
them with earneſtneſs ; but I aſſure you, they are not the 
doctrines of God's Word. Theſe © teach us to deny un- 
godlineſs.“ 


Let us further examine, what tlie Spirit ſaith to the 
churches on the ſubject of DiscipLINE. 


Diſcipline, is the orderly management of the whole body 
==2nd every particular member. The total neglect, or 
partial adminiſtration of church government, is a grand 
corroding evil, at the root of vital holineſs in all our church 
ES. The Lord help you to prove, in this evil day, an ex- 
ception to this general deſcription | 


It would be impoſſible, in the compaſs of a moderate ſer- 
mon, to bring forward all the rules given by the Spirit for 
this purpoſe. I will therefore content myſelf with urging a 
few upon your conſideration. 


Attend ftritly upon all occaſions, where the preſence of the 
church is expected, or required. Theſe meetings in our 
churches are uſually confined to the denominations of Ser- 
mons, Sacraments, Prayer-meetings, and a Monthly Aſ- 
ſembling of the Church together, to perform thoſe acts 

which require the concurrence of the whole body. Great 
care ſhould be taken that theſe aſſemblies be not too fre- 
quent; elſe attendance on them will be a burden; and per- 
haps more private duties will be infringed upon. In later 
days I think our public exerciſes have grown wildly luxuri- 
ant. The multitude of out ſermons pleaſes the taſte of cu- 
rious hearers, but leaves too little room for ſerious reflection. 
It reminds me of a thick umbrageous wood, whoſe ruſtling 
leaves impreſs the ſpectator's mind with pleaſure ; but they 
exclude the enlivening beams of the ſummer ſun, and for 
the moſt part are fruitleſs. 


But 


once would have plucked out their eyes for their miniſter ; but 
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But ſuppoſing our times of worſhip adjuſted with wifdom, 
where will you find a proper excuſe for non-attendance, 
except in caſes of impoſſibility? The Spirit faith, “For- 
fake not the aſſembling of yourſelves together, as the man- 
ner of ſome is,” Heb. x. 25. And ©* the whole church" 
ought to . come together into one place,” 1 Cor. xiv. 23. 


Yet why ſhould that be enforced as an act of neceſſity, 
which is intirely for your own gain; and ſhould be your 


chiefeſt pleaſure? Are you not one family? Where ſhould 


you go for food or pleaſure elſe? I would fain ſuppoſe, 
that every pious member of a goſpel church, can ſing in ths 
alembly of the ſaints, with Dr. Watts, 


Here would J find a ſettled reſt, 
While others go and come: 

No more a ſtranger or a gueſt, 
But like a child at home. 


Perſonally reprove ſin; nor ſu offer it to refl upon the head of a 


| Fellow member. On occaſions of offence, you need not, you 
_ ought not, to be forward to report the matter. That is the 


buſineſs of the worldling, But by faithful reproof the ſin- 
ner may be reſtored. Every member ſhould be of David's 


mind: © Let the righteous ſmite me, and it ſhall be a 


kindneſs,” Pal. cxli. 5. And in cales of neceſſity, eyery 
faithful brother ſhould be ready to grant the requeſt, *_ 


Be affe&ionate in all your deportment towards your Paſtor. 
A faithful miniſter has at all times a claim upon the regard 
of his people. If his time, and talents, are devoted to 
your improvement; it is certainly your duty to ſhew a 
grateful ſenſe of the favour. The man whoſe reading 
ſtudying—and Prayers through the week, are to promote 
your intereſt ; and whoſe ſtrength on the Lord's-day is 
offered a ſacriſice upon the ſervice of your faith; may juſtly 
demand more than common yeneration and reſpect. But 
a Galatian ſpirit too much prevails, There are thoſe who 


no 
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now never hear his name without diſguſt, And this alter- 


ation has ariſen not from unfaithfulneſs in him, but from 
caprice in themſelves. But, if I ſhould ever live to hear 
it ſaid, that ſuch was the caſe with the Church at Foleſpill, 
I would not heſitate to pronounce you, of all profeſſors, the 
moſt ungrateful !—To the labours of our dear brother 
you owe, under God, your exiſtence as a Church; and 
this comfortable houſe in which you aſſemble. I ſincerely 
pray, that here you may long enjoy the privilege of his mi- 
niſtry; long may his work be attended with unuſual ſucceſs ! 
Remember the words of the Apoſtle : ©* Know them that 


labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and ad- 


moniſh you; and eſteem them very highly in love for their 


works ſake. And be at peace among yourſelves. 1 75. 


v. 12, 13. If you add to this, a general ſpirit of ſubordi- 


nation prevailing among you, you will then have the princi- 


pal objects of Church diſcipline, compriſed in the few ob- 
ſervations we have made. It is a lamentable fact, that 
generally, as ſoon as a Church arrives at a tolerable degree 
of proſperity and happineſs—there appears ſome Diotrephes 
—the plague of the Paſtor—the diſturber of the flock—and 
the curſe of all his connections !—The only antidote a- 
eainſt ſuch poiſonous weeds—is rigidly to watch the gar- 
den—mark their firſt appearance—and tread the pert in- 
truder down. But ſhould he ſtill ariſe and grow—ſpare 
not, but root him up, and hurl him into yonder wilder- 
neſs—where he may live or die, unheeded by the peaceful 
Church. Pride, is the bane of true happineſs. It ma- 
nifeſts itſelf in needleſs jealouſies, and bitter contentions. 
Theſe diſturb the peace of chriſtians, and hinder the uſe- 
fulneſs of the miniſter. Remember the Apoſtle's analogy 


between the natural, and the ſpiritual body, x Cor. xii. 


and attend to his exhortation “ to every man that is a- 
mong you, not to think of himſelf more highly than he 
ought to think,” Rom. xii. 3. 


This 


Ca} 


This diſcipline i is the inſtitution of Jeſus Chriſt ; and 
as ſuch demands our punctual attention. The Atkady 


obſervance of it was the beauty of the primitive Churches; 


and its loſs, the inlet of tyrannical uſurpations, and anti- 
chriſtian errors. For the want of it, Ichabod may be writ- 


ten upon the profeſſing world at the preſent day. The 


glory is indeed departed from Iſrael,” 


« He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit faith 
unto the Churches,” upon the ſubject of religious PR ac- 
TICE. I mean by Practice, that orderly courſe of perſonal, 
and relative duties, which every member of a Chriſtian 
Church ought to be exerciſed in. Undoubtedly every one 

of you ought to be a Chriſtian. And every Chriſtian 
ſhould be a uniformly pious character. The injury which 
the church will ſuſtain by the faulty conduct of individuals, 
is incalculable. Therefore every one mult be habituated 10 
Prayer. The ſcriptures ſtrongly inſiſt upon the neceſſity of 
this duty. I do not indeed remember, that it has fixed up- 
on any certain times when this duty ſhould be performed. 
The paſſages, which aſſert, Men ought always to pray,” 
and exhort us to © Pray without ceaſing,” certainly indi- 
cate that this duty ſhould be attended to frequently, Da- 
vid engaged in devotional exerciſes ſeven times a day. Da- 
niel regularly retired three times a day for prayer, although 
he was a courtier. Upon the whole, it ſeems you cannot 
fully juſtify your profeſſion, unleſs you maintain a ſeeret in- 
tercourſe with God in your cloſet. If you neglect thus 
dealing with God in private, it will ſoon diſcover itſelf by 
its-unwholeſome effects in your outward behaviour. 


W hile you are bending your knees at a throne of grace, 
you will not forget the Houſe of God. Pray for the peace 
of Jeruſalem ; they ſhall proſper that love thee !”” Surely if 
you feel yourſelves at home in the beſt ſenſe, while here in 

the midſt of the congregation you drink of the ſtreams of 
living 
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living water, which flow from the ſanctuary of God; 4255 
will ſometimes exclaim 


My ſoul ſhall pray for Zion ſtill, 

While life and breath remains: 

There my beſt friends, my kindred dwell, 
There God'1 my Saviour reigns! 


Let Integrity and Juſtice be diſplayed in all your deal- 
ings with men. Remember that rule laid down by our 
Lord“ Whatſoever ye would that men ſhould do unto 
you, do ye even ſo unto them.” Did every profeſſor live 
according to this maxim, the blaſphemous reproaches of 
many an | infidel would be completely ſilenced. It would be 
greatly for the honour of the church of God, if profeſfors 
were more minutely exact in all their common dealings. 
The ſmalleſt deviation from equity in chriſtians, is noticed 
with more aſperity by the world, than the moſt enormous 
and conſtant offences of their companions. 


Maintain a regular attention to religion in your. families. 
You, who are called the Heads of families—ought to be 
ſuch in reality. Let your authority be exerciſed to prevent 
fin, and to promote godlineſs. Every houſe among you, 
into which our dear brother can enter, and behold its godly 
order, regularity; will afford a ſort of ſacred triumph to his 
foul. There he will ſee, he has not laboured in vain, nor 
ſpent his ſtrength for nought. What exquiſite ſenſations | 
muſt that paſtor feel, who beholds among his flock, pa- 
rents, children, and ſervants, juſt what he wiſhes them to 
be. With what tranſport will he ſay, as Paul of the Theſ- 
falonians—** For ye are our glory and joy!“ 1 Theſ, ii. 
20. Keep a conſtant watch over your temper. Connections 
in the church afford repeated occaſions to try the diſpoſiti- 
ons of men. You will need much forbearance—much 


ſympathy and compaſſion. 


Remember, your fellow chriſtians have an equal right to 


expect the exerciſe of theſe diſpoſitions towards themſelves, 
as 
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as you have to claim it from them. Think on your bleſ- 
ſed Immanuel, who did not deſpiſe his diſciples for theic 
ignorance : and though he blamed, yet he pitied their weak- 
_ neſs, and forgave their faults. The infirmities of our bre- 
thren, are the teſt of our love. We muſt not expect per- 
fection in any character below. Therefore, let us love 
one another; for love is of God: and every one that lov- 
eth is born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth 
not, knoweth not God, for God is love,” 1 John iv. 7, 8. 


I will only mention farther, the exerciſe of /iberality. 
Various objects connected with a church ſtate, will call up- 
on you to contribute a part of your worldly property. . This 
Jeſus Chriſt demands not as a favour, but as a debt. You 
received your all from him. You owe all unto him. When 
therefore his cauſe, or his poor, ſtand in need of temporal 
aid; you are not to turn away your face and ſay, I have ways 
enough of my own, for the employment of my property. 
No—you are to give with cheerfulneſs—yea, you are to 
give with thankfulneſs, that God will accept of your ſervice. 
You are to ſay with David, But who am I—that I ſhould 
be able to offer—after this ſort? for all things come of thee, 
O Lox, and of thine own have I given unto thee !” 1 Chr. 
xxix. 14.—** But whoſo hath this world's good, and ſeeth 
his brother have need, and ſhutteth up the bowels of com- 
paſſion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?“ 
1 John iii. 17. Chriſtianity has recently altered its na- 
ture ; or ſuch a man cannot be a chriſtian. I teſtify unto 
you this day, that the covetous man ſhall not enter the 
kingdom of God. 

A ſubject is ſometimes beſt illuſtrated by contraſt. I 
. would not then have you like that church, where the mem- 
bers are haughty—worldly—or diſunited. Whole pride 
and ignorance have deafened them to every remonſtrance ; 
whoſe affections are riveted to the world, while they main- 
tain a kind of outward relation to the church ; and among 


whom na cordial tie of fraternal love ſubſiſts. There the 


mini- 


| 
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miniſter has become, a very bugbear. His W diſ- 
liked. His reproofs deſpiſed. The work i is retarded by a 


fatal indifference to the various points of ehriſtian duty. 


Empty ſeats, and cold neglect, at length drive the man of 
God, heart-broken, from his charge, to ſeek a ſoil more 
proſperous, wherein to ſow the goſpel ſeed. While the bar- 
ren few he leaves behind, ſit careleſs down, and fold their 


hands to fleep. 


May you be the very reverſe ! Here may you . 
flock with willing feet. Vour paſtor's voice, like a well- 
tuned inſtrument, with grateful melody attract your ears. 
Be it your great concern to hold up his hands; to encourage 
his heart ; and make him joyful in his work. Submit your- 
ſelves to one another, in the Lord. And walk holily and 
honourably in your reſpective ſtations. Then your church- 


ſtate will never be diſſolved. But in rotation, you will be 


exalted to the privileged aſſembly of believers, who live 
near the Lamb. There to behold his face, and dwell 
with ſaints and angels, who ever grow in AIRY, and pu- 
rity. Amen. | 
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